


What makes Catawiki unique is our dynamic knowledge 
base. The special objects we sell have each been selected 
by our 240+ in-house experts. Each of these experts are 
specialists in their respective fields, whether it’s vintage 
handbags, natural wines or neolithic artefacts.   We have 
our Asia expert, Cristina Ortega, for example, a renowned 
gallery owner in Paris, CNES appraiser and member of the 
Printemps Asiatique, the Asian Week of Paris Association. 
In the world of cinema, our expert Luud Smits actually 
worked in the movie theatre industry for 30+ years and is 
a known Hollywood commenter. Catawiki’s Classical Art 
expert, Aude Fonlupt, is a Sorbonne graduate and was 
one of the youngest auctioneers ever at the prestigious 
Hôtel Drouot. There’s also John Searle, our expert in 
Classic Motorcycles, who even filmed and directed several 
TV shows about the latest and greatest in the world 
of motorcycles. Another example is Laura Brianza, our 
Model Cars expert who inherited her passion for one off 
creations from her father Carlo Brianza, Founder of ABC 
Brianza, a prestigious model car maker. And then there’s 
Antiques expert, Annick van Itallie, an Art History and 
Museology Master, former auction house appraiser and 
owner of an antique shop in Spiegelkwartier, Amsterdam’s 
art and antiques district.   

In order to unlock the full potential of our expert 
knowledge we decided to do something special 
this year. We set our aim for the future and asked 
our experts about the key tastes, trends and special 
objects set to define the year ahead - 2022. 

By opening a window into the trends of tomorrow, 
buyers are better informed on what to bid on and sellers 
know what to offer. 

To predict the future trends in the world of special objects, 
Catawiki partnered with Crowd DNA, a globally oriented 
cultural consultancy and strategy agency, to develop a 
bespoke research methodology. 
 
Crowd’s consultants conducted over 60 hours of 
deep-dive interviews with Catawiki’s in-house experts, 
identifying and curating emerging trends for 2022. This 
produced a large set of qualitative data, which was then 
fed back to hundreds of experts in the form of surveys to 
produce quantitative insights. Combining both approaches 
in this feedback-loop methodology enabled Crowd to 
maximise the sheer scope of Catawiki’s knowledge base, 
while also testing and refining the qualitative data via 
quantitative data sets.  

The 2022 Trends Report is the product of this extensive 
research. It provides an overview of the cultural trends that 
will shape buyer and seller habits over the coming year 
across Catawiki’s various categories. But it is also highly 
specific, catering to the niche interests of many of our 
customers. In this report you will find the highlights of our 
expert predictions consolidated into seven overarching 
themes that are predicted to be top of mind among 
buyers and sellers in 2022. Following this is an exhaustive 
list in the ‘annex’ of trends set to shape the industry for 
the year ahead. 

Enjoy the read and get ready to discover what 2022 
has in store for you!

Catawiki is Europe’s leading marketplace for special 
objects. Our mission is to fulfil people’s passions by 
connecting them to the objects they love. With over 
65,000 objects on auction each week, our categories 
span collectables, art, design, jewelry, watches, classic 
cars and more.

Introduction

“In order to unlock the full potential of our expert 
knowledge we decided to do something special 
this year. We set our aim for the future and asked 
our experts about the key tastes, trends and special 
objects set to define the year ahead - 2022.” 



Trend 1

Craftsmanship

While ‘convenience culture’ driven by major outlets like 
Amazon remains big business, there is also a kickback 
against this among consumers that’s gaining momentum, 
with 67% of our interviewees identifying a move against 
‘fast’ culture’. In response to ‘fast fashion’, ‘fast food’ 
and ‘fast furniture’, there is growing appeal for objects 
that celebrate human creativity and craftsmanship. 
The trend for collecting high-quality objects is one of 
the top three trends identified by 83% of our experts. 
This extends beyond the big fashion houses and brand 
names to include objects that are ‘artisanal’, ‘bespoke’, 
or carry a signature.

A conscious response to industrial-scale production, 
Craftsmanship reflects a growing appeal for special 
objects that are uniquely crafted with passion and 
personal touch.

Analogue Cameras
This trend reflects the ongoing interest in analogue cameras, where 
it is precisely the delicate craft of the object’s mechanics and 
human ingenuity of the process that cultivates appeal. A popular 
favourite on Catawiki are 19th century handmade cameras and 
lenses, as selected by our Camera expert Edwin Molenaar. These 
pieces show real craft and require some degree of know-how to 
operate. Likewise, our selection of more recent analogue cameras 
-though mass produced- involve a hands-on style of photography 
that has a more traditional appeal in an age of quick-snap 
smartphones. Analogue cameras from the 1980s are highly sought 
after, combining an old-school feel with modern reliability.

1920s & 30s Watches
Think Great Gatsby parties and the jazz clubs of the roaring 
twenties. Watches from this period exude a suave style and 
unmistakably luxury quality. The twenties was also the time when 
the wristwatch was born, supplanting the traditional pocket watch 
among both men and women. Unlike the mass-produced plastic 
watches of today, these timepieces are expertly handmade. There’s 
an aura of originality to them, defined by the highly crafted ethos 
of Art Deco. As watches become less of a convenience item in a 
world of smartphones, people are increasingly turning to these 
classic designs, wearing them in celebration of their masterful 
makers. In fact, many of the designs from 100 years ago are still 
being used today by manufacturers such as Cartier and Jaeger-
LeCoultre. Our Watches expert, Berry Harleman, is dedicated to 
uncovering these traditional timepieces of old.

Japanese Painting & Prints

Lot no. 50843645 - Woodblock Print

Lot no. 32545769 -  
Görlitzer Stella Studio Camera

Lot no. 50658663 -  
Patek Philippe 539 Watch

Lot no. 49062147 -  
Woodblock Print

Craftsmanship is all about objects with a rich heritage, 
demonstrated perfectly by the popularity of traditional Japanese 
woodblock printmaking. As our expert in Japanese Art Giovanni 
Bottero explains, woodblock printing had its heyday in the Edo 
period (1600-1868) of Japan. It was within the genre of ukiyo-e 
(pictures of the floating world) that woodblock printmaking 
reached new heights of technical craftsmanship thanks to the 
collaborative efforts of print designers, woodblock carvers, printers 
and editors. The aesthetic of these works exhibit a passion for 
detail, delicacy of line and mood. The desire to create is a deeply 
human impulse and one we’re likely to see reflected in the industry 
in 2022.

Edwin Molenaar
Expert in 
Cameras

Berry Harleman
Expert in Watches

Giovanni Bottero
Expert in 

Japanese Art



Iconic Classics

With their definitive status and reliable good-quality, 
iconic classics are often treasured like a piece of art. 
Not only that, but they prove to be reliable investments. 
76% of our experts agree, as we see the value of iconic 
objects increasing faster than other items.

Faced with an excess of choice, buyers are increasingly 
drawn to timeless statement objects, looks and brands 
that prove popular year in, year out – whether it’s a 
Fender guitar or Louis Vuitton bag.

Iconic Handbags
As the recent blockbuster show at London’s V&A, Bags: Inside Out, 
claims, our fascination with handbag design is stronger than ever. 
In 2017, a Hermès Birkin handbag, the ‘Himalaya Niloticus Crocodile 
Diamond Birkin 30’, was sold for $380k at an auction house in 
Hong Kong, becoming one of the most expensive handbags in the 
world. Our personal records at Catawiki for a Hermès were set by 
an ultra rare Kelly 32 crocodile skin crossbody bag that went for 
€45k. At Catawiki, we consider the Birkin bag to be the holy grail 
of handbags, with its value growing by 14.2% every year, making 
it a better investment than gold. For our Handbags expert Stefani 
Markovic, this is a sign of things to come. The average value of a 
Hermes Kelly has increased sixfold in 10 years, and the Constance 
bag by nine. Since 2010, the value of the classic Chanel Flap bag 
has increased by 70%. Iconic handbags guarantee a degree of 
luxury and durability derived from the high-quality materials, its 
rich heritage and expert craftsmanship. They’re built for beauty, but 
also for longevity. The pandemic seems to have enhanced, rather 
than diminished, our appreciation of these accessories.

Iconic Design
Beyond the comings and goings of shifting trends, iconic 
designs hold lasting appeal. At Catawiki, we’re seeing an increase 
in classics of 20th century interior design on auction on our 
platform, from Bauhaus functionalism to postmodern statements. 
We doubt that Le Corbusier’s classic 1928 chaise longue, LC4, an 
early use of ultracool tubular steel for domestic furniture, could 
ever feel dated. At the moment, it’s all about injecting the designs 
of yesteryear into contemporary interiors to add that touch of 
history and retro-nostalgia. Catawiki’s expert in Iconic Design 
Alexander Fahl notes that in an age with so many different design 
styles to choose from, these classic pieces provide a timeless 
anchor in a sea of shifting contemporary trends.

Iconic Musical Instruments & Brands
As a category, Music is performing particularly well within the wider 
trend of Iconic Classics – both as a passion-buy and as a stable 
investment. For enthusiasts, guitars are often more than a musical 
instrument, but also iconic symbols for the rich subcultures and 
history within music. The 1959 Les Paul is perhaps the most famous 
guitar ever made, firmly associated with the Rock Legend Jimmy 
Page, and known for its beautiful design and high craftsmanship. 
The guitar is also exceptionally rare - only 1500 were ever made 
and it’s thought just 1000 are left today. As it reaches its 70th 
anniversary in 2022, Les Pauls will continue to be a sought after 
object, associated with a brand that’s sure to hold its value for 
years to come. And this reverence for the instruments of musical 
geniuses is by no means limited to guitars. Stradivari and Guarneri 
are the mythical violins that excite many collectors today. Also 
relevant to this trend are Bang & Olufsen HiFi systems, admired the 
world over not only by audiophiles, but also those who treasure 
classic design. For our buyers and sellers on Catawiki, our Musical 
Instrument expert Alexander Becker can wax lyrical all day on a 
range of iconic instruments and brands. 

Lot no. 50487385 - Verner Panton Lounge Chair

Lot no. 45763687 -  
Chanel Shoulder Bag

Lot no. 43527339 -  
LC4 Chaise Longue

Lot no. 11606757 - Fender 
Stratocaster Guitar

Trend 2

Stefani Markovic 
Expert in Handbags

Alexander Fahl
Expert in Design

Alexander Becker
Expert in Music



Earth & Nature

We’re seeing this reflected in consumer choices of 
collectables and antiques, with the majority of our 
Art experts noting a growing appreciation for earthy 
colours, materials and textures – a trend set to 
accelerate into 2022.

In response to a collective longing to reconnect with 
the outdoors, Earth and Nature provides the ultimate 
inspiration across many Catawiki categories – from 
earthy tones and textures to natural wood, ceramics 
and textiles.

Fossils
Have you heard? Kate Winslet is now a fossil hunter. Connected or 
not to Kate’s new hobby, the interest in these naturally occurring 
treasures is noticeably rising. Whether it’s scouring the beaches 
for fossils or bidding on rare finds online, the explosion of hobby 
fossil fanatics has been widely reported to have accelerated during 
the intermittent lockdowns. A fossil on the mantelpiece appeals 
to our deep desire for connection with the planet at a time when 
environmental protection is rapidly becoming one of society’s 
most pressing issues. Filling our homes with textures and objects 
inspired by and sourced from nature has been trending for some 
time now, with fossils being one manifestation of this trend. We’re 
seeing a rise in fossil-ware: the use of polished fossils for table 
plates, complete with Orthoceras and Ammonites. People are 
recognising the versatility of fossils in home interiors. They can 
be unusual additions to domestic spaces, scattered or artfully 
assembled into full-scale mosaics. As our Natural History expert 
Manuel Quiring will tell you, fossils are the future.  

Natural & Organic Wines
The craze for natural wines shows no signs of slowing down. As the 
world moves towards a more sustainable future, winemakers are 
also shifting to greener processes. But from the consumer’s point 
of view, there’s a lot to learn, and the distinction between natural 
wines, biodynamic and organic wines is often confusing. Our Wine 
expert Patricia Verschelling is well versed in the terminologies and 
need-to-knows in the evolving wine industry. Organic wines are 
cultivated without using pesticides or other chemical substances. 
Fertiliser is permitted if it’s organic in origin: manure, humus or 
compost. Biodynamic wine production is much more intensive, 
employing complex cultivation practices based on the rhythm 
of the universe, and the vines are treated with various minerals 
and herbs. Natural wines are known as ‘low intervention’ wines; no 
artificial yeast or other additives are used during fermentation, 
instead using yeast that is naturally-occuring on grapes that are of 
a high quality. For natural and organic wines as a whole, the bottom 
line is we’re going to see a growing thirst for greener varieties in 
the years to come.

Preloved Leather & Cashmere Items

Lot no. 30170795 - Cleoniceras Fossil

Lot no. 48125443 -  
Mesosaurus Fossil

Lot no. 51073851 -  
Chapoutier “Chante-Alouette” Wine

Lot no. 45473079 -  
Brunello Cucinelli Coat

Today’s consumers are increasingly turning to the ‘natural look’, 
with natural materials such as suedes, cashmeres and leathers 
surging in popularity. Pre-loved leather in particular has been 
picked out by our specialists as a sartorial choice of immense 
resilience and versatility which promises to keep evolving for 
years to come. One of the unique qualities of leather is how it is 
represented among various different subcultures – from bikers to 
Parisian feminine chic. Leather typically represents the rebellious 
spirit and the desire to go against the grain in society. As a natural 
material, second-hand leather remains a fashionable and durable 
material, which can be reinvented year on year.  Cashmere, 
leather’s opposite in many ways, is already highly regarded and set 
for a bright future too. Our Fashion expert at Catawiki is Stefania 
Giulia Jesi. For her, it’s clear: natural materials will remain a popular 
choice for years to come.

Trend 3

Manuel Quiring
Expert in Natural 
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Partricia Verschelling
Expert in Wine

Stefania Giulia Jesi
Expert in Fashion



Cultural Heritage

As a result, the cultural origins, history and heritage of 
an object is becoming increasingly important to today’s 
consumers according to 76% of our experts.

Reflecting broader conversations in society on celebrating 
one’s identity and heritage, special objects that speak to a 
diverse range of cultural identities have never been more 
in-demand.

Old Masters
The term ‘Old Masters’ refers to any drawings or paintings 
by distinguished European artists from the 16th to 18th centuries. 
While the term encompasses iconic works by the likes of da Vinci 
and Caravaggio, it’s also possible to find high quality works of art 
from the Old Masters at more affordable prices. Just recently on 
Catawiki we sold a drawing attributed to Rembrandt Van Rijn for 
€4k. And as our Classical Art expert Aude Fonlupt explains, they’re 
becoming increasingly sought after. The sale of da Vinci’s Salvator 
Mundi for £382m in 2017 helped to reignite interest, driven by a 
dynamic collectors scene for pieces with a more reasonable price 
tag. Particularly on trend right now is using Old Master-style items 
as a classical contrast within modern interiors with the majority of 
our experts agreeing this is a significant trend in their respective 
area.

Popular Archaeology
At Catawiki, our experts expect to see a growing interest 
in archaeological objects such as Greek vases and Egyptian masks. 
It is the profound and irreplaceable cultural heritage 
of these items that gives them such importance in the collector’s 
imagination. And of course, the issue of authenticity is of utmost 
importance in this field, with our Archeology expert Peter 
Reynaers’ experience as a long-time collector coming in handy in 
this respect. Neolithic flints tantalise us with clues to a prehistoric 
world far removed from our own. Egyptian sarcophagus masks are 
steeped in spiritual mystery and allure. Artefacts from all periods 
of human history are featured on Catawiki, in line with regulations, 
allowing people to forge material connections to humanity’s distant 
roots.

Art with a Message
Now more than ever, people are looking for brands, businesses 
and designers to have a purpose and take a stand on society’s 
most pressing issues. At Catawiki, we see this reflected in the world 
of art, antiques and collectables too. Cultural heritage is often 
represented in contemporary artworks that exhibit an important 
message for current society. A recent special object, Super Nurse, 
by contemporary street artist FAKE, was indicative of this: a piece 
in honour of the selfless healthcare workers during the COVID-19 
pandemic. For further context on art with a message, look no 
further than our Modern Art expert   Sophie Clauwaert. For her, 
this is art that’s not solely focused on aesthetic appeal, but also 
conveys a deeper message about society and culture at any given 
time. Banksy has been a source of social commentary for many 
years. Hailing from the English city of Bristol where he initially made 
his mark artistically before taking the art world by storm, Banksy 
has consistently produced some of the most high-profile satirical 
artworks of modern times. And the average price tag for his work 
reflects its impact on society.

Lot no. 2399727 - Ancient Egyptian Mask

Lot no. 48350115  -  
Venus and Adonis Painting

Lot no. 46956551 -  
Ancient Greek Ceramic Volute Krater

Lot no. 41163675 -  
“Super Nurse” Print by FAKE

Trend 4

Aude Fonlupt
Expert in 

Classical Art
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Modern Art



Reimagined

With many of us yearning for originality and free 
expression, reinventing objects for entirely new contexts 
and breathing new life into the old is a key trend for 
2022 according to 61% of Catawiki’s experts. Expect 
to see an increase in recycled fabrics and creatively 
repurposed vintage items, driven by people looking 
to express themselves authentically and connect 
with their unique individual identity. With many of us 
feeling alienated by mass consumerism, this movement 
appeals to those of us crying out for greater creativity. 
The majority of Catawiki experts agree that current 
consumers are increasingly opting for unconventional 
objects that provide a refreshing reimagining of an 
object’s original function.

Reinvent, repurpose, reimagine.

Repurposed Interior Design
It’s no secret that many of us are opting for more sustainable 
choices in our day-to-day lives. This is seen in the growing trend 
of upcycling (AKA ‘furniture flipping’), where items that might 
have been disposed of are refurbished, redesigned, or completely 
reimagined. For examples of this, look no further than Decorative 
Salvage. This is an approach to interior design that combines many 
themes and styles, conflating antique and vintage pieces together as 
a contrasting yet cohesive whole, and utilising objects for the home 
that were never intended for domestic spaces. Its unique appeal 
is that everything is sourced sustainably. Anything from old car 
engines, bistro tables, gym benches to factory lighting components 
are making their way into our homes, driven by an increasing interest 
in circular economies. As our Antiques expert, Annick van Itallie, 
says: the unique aesthetic appeal of decorative salvage has become 
firmly established as a recognised stylistic choice, allowing people to 
increase their sense of individuality.

Electrified Classic Cars
The wider practice of repurposing and reimagining is set to permeate 
into a variety of industries. While the passion for vintage cars shows 
no signs of slowing down among the millennial generation, this is 
combined with a growing concern for the environmental impact 
of mobility. As a result, the trend for electrifying classics has been 
steadily rising. We’re seeing the rise of ‘Restmod’, a word that 
combines ‘restore and modern’. The most striking restmod car atelier 
is undoubtedly Lunaz, who specialise in the conversion of historical 
models such as the Jaguar XK, Range Rover Classic and Aston Martin 
DB6 for the modest price of £1m. At Catawiki, we’ve seen an expertly 
converted Fiat 600 Multipla sell for a respectable €50k. Although 
it’s still a niche market, people are willing to pay a premium for this 
eco-conscious, guilt-free mobility experience. With that in mind, we 
expect to see a growing interest in vintage car electrification, as well 
as items that are receptive to this hybrid combination of old and new. 
Catawiki’s Classic Car expert Luca Gazzaretti is watching from the 
frontlines of the evolution through the electric revolution.

Misprints
As the saying goes, one man’s junk is another man’s treasure. At 
Catawiki, we see the growing interest in misprints and factory flaws as 
a manifestation of the wider Reimagining trend. Collectors have been 
known to obsess over stamps, trading cards, books and toys that 
carry an indelible imperfection – providing a rare quality to an object 
that was otherwise destined for homogeneity. This also includes 
objects or books with handwritten notes and marginalia that are of 
a unique value. Misprints can transform an item initially considered 
worthless into a highly sought after and valuable collectable. 
Catawiki’s Stamps expert Nicolas Pereira has dedicated much of his 
life to cataloguing and examining these curious objects, alongside 
a multitude of other Catawiki experts, specialising in books, toys, 
games and trading cards. In a world of mass-produced goods driven 
by retail giants, the search for originality is stronger than ever. The 
joy of collecting misprints is a fascinating area that reflects this ideal 
and is gaining momentum on Catawiki. In a world of mass-produced 
goods driven by retail giants, the search for originality is stronger 
than ever.

Lot no. 32321447 - Louis Vuitton Travel Trunk

Lot no. 47628385 -  
Original Rare Amsterdam Tram Bench

Lot no. 36925759 -  
Fiat 600 Multipla Elettrica Car

Lot no. 50721277 -  
Misprinted French Stamp

Trend 5
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Expert in Stamps



90s Nostalgia

Grunge-inspired fashion trends, pop culture memorabilia 
and collectable trading cards are at peak popularity. In fact, 
65% of millennials describe becoming more nostalgic for 
the past as they get older. Our Luxury experts in particular 
see nostalgia for the 90s as a key trend, with 84% of them 
putting it in the top 3 cultural drivers of their specialism. 
Across society as a whole, the 90s have become a period of 
nostalgic idealism for many of today’s consumers, with 90s 
objects now seen as retro collectables. Interestingly, Gen Z 
consumers are following suit, expressing a nostalgia for a 
pre-digital mode of existence they never knew. Whether 
or not this trend accurately reflects the 90s or is just a 
romanticised take on the decade, it only serves to show 
the past is always being reinvented. 

The purchasing power of millennials is growing and the 
‘90s kids’ are increasingly drawn to the special objects 
that defined their youth.

90s Fashion
In the fashion world, the 90s and early 2000s have supplanted 
the 70s as the ‘in’ retro style. Think bold colours, slip dresses, 
high waisted jeans and tiny, tiny handbags. As far as our Fashion 
expert Lorenzo Altimani is concerned, our 90s love affair is set 
to continue, with Jean Paul Gaultier’s “punk look”, petit bags and 
eyewear firmly embedding themselves as the go-to aesthetic 
for today’s fashion-conscious. Even the most quintessentially 
90s mode of transport, roller skates, are making a comeback. At 
Catawiki, nostalgia for 90s-era gaming is huge: the iconic intendo 
Game Boy is selling at a premium, fuelled in part by the fervent 
fandoms of well-known franchises like Pokémon, Super Mario and 
Tetris. When things get tough, nostalgia for the times of old is as 
old as time itself.

Hollywood Glamour Interiors
While the Hollywood Glamour movement began over a century 
ago, there’s something undeniably 90s about its aesthetic. 
Think plastic palm trees, mini bars and neon lights.The kitsch 
appeal of this style complements the current penchant for 
extravagant interiors, with pandemic lockdowns fuelling a more 
experimental spirit in domestic spaces. An IKEA archive project 
is collecting top dollar for its specialist throwback pieces, while 
#ninetiesdesign has racked up over 5,500 posts on Instagram 
and over 180,000 views on TikTok. During the summer of 2021, 
it was announced that Cribs – the TV show that offered a sneak 
peek into the weird and wonderful homes of the rich and famous 
– was returning to our screens. Likewise, social media has flipped 
our private domestic spheres into a public performance, allowing 
us to show off our lava lamps, leopard print and fairy lights - 
items increasingly in high demand, as noted by our Design expert, 
Eleonore Floret.

90s Cars and Motorcycles
Car enthusiasts on forums all over the internet are noticing 
that 90s car designs – now considered retro – are having their 
moment in the sun. Even models once considered boring such 
as city-commuter type rides are being seen in a new light. 
While the reasons behind their popularity are complex, it likely 
has something to do with the combination of a respectably 
retro aesthetic and functional reliability. Like analogue cameras 
from the 80s, 90s cars are high-quality vehicles with good fuel 
efficiency and modern safety standards. And this is not limited 
to cars: we’re also seeing 90s motorcycles make a comeback. 
Motorbikes from this decade that were previously derided 
by many for their questionable design are seeing a steady 
resurgence among bike enthusiasts, now admired for their 
blending of practicality and sleek style. Luca Gazzaretti, Classic 
Car expert, and John Searle, Classic Motorcycles expert, both 
predict that 90s throwbacks will have their heyday on Catawiki 
in the year ahead.

Lot no. 27265753 - Chanel Mirror Sunglasses

Lot no. 2897373 -  
Gianni Versace Tie

Lot no. 42285369 -  
Coco Chanel Side Table

Lot no. 21214665 -  
BMW Z3 Car

Trend 6
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Playfulness

Whether it’s bold colours, busy patterns or flashy 
design, bidders are loving special objects that throw 
the rulebook out the window. In particular, TuttiFrutti 
jewelry, exuberant watches and funky alcohol labels are 
all a reflection of this wider trend that sees consumers 
looking to inject some joy into their daily lives. Patterned 
fabrics are also all the rage, with floral designs, chic 
animal patterns and Missoni prints in high demand.  

Joyful, unabashed freedom was put on hold during the 
pandemic and people are looking to reignite their 
playful side.

TuttiFrutti Jewelry
Our Jewellery expert Jonathan Cox has identified TuttiFrutti 
jewellery as one of the upcoming trends likely to continue well 
into 2022. For the uninformed, TuttiFrutti jewellery mixes bright 
and vibrant colours to stunning effect. Designs are typically based 
around fruit, vegetable and leaf-shaped constituent pieces. Later 
pieces were made with resin or glass, but the most desirable and 
highly valuable multi gem art deco jewellery pieces include precious 
gemstones. Diamonds feature less heavily in these pieces than 
in the majority of art deco era pieces as they are mostly used as 
accent stones. In 2020, a 1930s Cartier TuttiFrutti bracelet sold for 
over $1.3m online, the highest price ever paid for jewellery on an 
online auction and the most expensive jewel sold at auction that 
year. The Cartier piece is defined by its meandering vines, weaving 
together assemblages of rubies, emeralds, sapphires and diamonds, 
further enhanced by calibre-cut onyx. The style epitomises art deco 
era design and the marriage of east and west. Although appearing 
occasionally over the last 20 years with smaller manufacturers, we 
predict a resurgence in popularity for 2022.

Exuberant Watches
Tom Tombeur is our Watch expert at Catawiki and has seen a 
notable rise in the popularity of eccentric, colourful watch designs. 
Last year, Rolex released the Oyster Perpetual 36, featuring faces 
available in a range of bright colours. This design is a nod to 
the vintage style of watches like the Omega Seamaster Soccer 
Roulette Chronograph (recently auctioned on Catawiki), featuring 
orange hands and iconic red stitching that really make the 
timepiece stand out. Rather than minimalist chic, there’s a trend for 
overt complexity in the world of watches right now, with busy dials 
punctuated by injections of neons and luminosity. Reflecting the 
wider trend of Playfulness, watch collectors are craving colour and 
creativity, and watch manufacturers are seemingly happy to oblige.

Funky Alcohol Labels
Have you noticed an increasingly psychedelic character to the 
aesthetics of alcohol lately? Browsing the beer aisle in a grocery 
store can often feel like a trip to Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory 
with the vibrant displays of bright brand colours. As our Whisky 
expert, Jeroen Koetsier, describes: gone are the days of dull and 
dreary monochrome booze branding. Instead, selecting alcoholic 
drinks is increasingly an aesthetic judgement. This is driven mostly 
by the ongoing boom in small, independent breweries, often 
characterised by their playfully eye-catching packaging. Yet this 
trend is by no means limited to beer brands, as demonstrated 
by the Matsu Organic Wine bottles. They use elegant yet 
unconventional designs that immediately communicate the winery’s 
values: quality and heritage, but with a commitment to future 
innovation. And this is happening for spirits too, from 90s whisky 
to heritage cognacs. At Catawiki, a juxtaposition of heritage and 
innovation is predicted to be a growing trend when it comes to 
alcohol branding. Cheers to 2022!

Lot no. 30787031 - Ettore Sottsass Armchair

Lot no. 22903075 -  
TuttiFrutti Ring

Lot no. 48493573 -  
Breitling Chrono-Matic 2110 Watch 

Lot no. 37240567 -  
Chichibu Intergalactic Whisky

Trend 7

Jonathan Cox
Expert in Jewelry

Tom Tombeur
Expert in Watches

Jeroen Koetsier
Expert in Whisky



Methodology

3. Earth & Nature
 + Fossils
 + Natural & Organic Wines
 + Preloved Cashmere &         

Leather Items
 + Japandi Interiors
 + Ceramics & Glass Design
 + Mediterranean House
 + Leather Binding Books

4. Cultural Heritage
 + Old Masters
 + Popular Archaeology
 + Art With A Message
 + French Antiques
 + Historical Documents
 + Ancient Coins
 + Old postal letters
 + Rum

5. Reimagined
 + Repurposed Interior Design
 + Electrified Classic Cars
 + Misprints
 + Decorative Salvage
 + Vintage Posters
 + Space Age
 + Trunks

6. 90s Nostalgia
 + Fashion
 + Hollywood Glamour Interiors
 + Cars and Motorcycles
 + Art (Photography, Prints             

& Paintings)
 + Movie Memorabilia
 + Sports Memorabilia
 + Model Cars
 + Video Games

2. Iconic Classics
 + Handbags & Fashion
 + Design
 + Musical Instruments & Brands
 + The Art Of Picasso
 + Names From Street & Pop Art
 + Leica Cameras
 + Pokemon Objects
 + Pre-80’ Whisky
 + Watches
 + Vespas
 + Cars

7. Playfulness
 + TuttiFrutti Jewelry
 + Exuberant Watches
 + Funky Alcohol Labels
 + Modern Art
 + Minerals
 + Asian Art
 + Contemporary Design
 + Primary Color Books

Trend 
Annex

Qualitative

30 expert interviews to uncover category trends, 
manifestations, and cross-category insights

Refining

4 focus groups to focus, verify and explore macro 
trends and consumer shifts

Quantitative

249 Catawiki experts participated to validate the scale 
of the insights and findings and to provide their 
collective knowledge

Here is the complete list 
of the trends uncovered 
by our experts set to drive 
the special objects space 
in 2022.

1. Craftsmanship
 + Analogue Cameras
 + 1920s & 30s Watches
 + Japanese Painting & Prints
 + Handmade Decorative Objects
 + Straight From The Artist         

(Art & Comics)
 + Lego (My Own Creation)
 + Designer Jewelry
 + Special Cut Gemstones


