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Model Trains  



At Catawiki we auction 

Model Trains and Model Railroads 
of Premium Quality 

which are harder to find & appealing 
to Passionate Model Train Enthusiasts

Model Trains 
Premium Positioning

We want to assure potential buyers that we share 
their passion and have the quality of their collections 
in mind. 
Therefore our in-house Experts hand-pick every 
model for our auctions, ensuring they are display 
worthy & get presented in the best possible way.

We do this because we aim to keep our bidders 
engaged, excited & successful in finding the 
models that they’re interested in, and ensure our 
sellers have great selling experiences with 
Catawiki.



At Catawiki we move constantly forward, evolving our positioning to a strong premium segment that opens more 
opportunities for success for us and for you.

From our 15 million visitors that come to our platform every month we gain valuable information on what they are 
passionate about and what they prefer to buy.
Together with you we want to make sure we continuously meet this demand and offer the special items that our 
growing number of bidders are excited about and want to buy.

In these guidelines we’ve drawn out what these special pieces are that our bidders look for in model trains what we 
require to successfully place them in auction. The guidelines also serve to create a level playing field between all our 
sellers.

We will be happy to make room in our auctions for your lots meeting this higher demand, and we will shape 
ourselves to better fit you.
Our Experts and Account Manager will be fully supporting and guiding you for success in Catawiki.

Thank you for being with us on this exciting journey!



At Catawiki  we auction 

accurate scale models of Premium Quality 

which are appealing to Passionate model train 
Enthusiasts & Collectors

Product Guidelines
For our auctions, we seek & handpick 

● True scale model locomotives, waggons, tracks or 
attachments as well as fitting accessories, 
attachments & scenery, that are

● Made for the discerning collector 
(meaning no clockwork or battery operated toys),

● In scales H0, H0e/m, N, Z, 1, G, 0 & 00

● From a list of selected reputable & desirable makers,

● In (tested) working order & in at least good 
condition, preferably coming in original packaging,

● Can be found on specialist model retailer websites 
or in specialist model shops

● And that are offered in economically attractive, 
collectors-worthy lots



True scale models for the discerning collector
○ We are looking for collectible quality Locomotives, waggons, tracks, attachments or Starter Sets & 

Waggon Sets
○ in scales H0, H0e, H0m, N, Z, 1, G, 0 & 00
○ as well as fitting accessories, attachments & scenery

True scale models are an accurate scale 
representation of the actual vehicle 
being modeled. 

✓



X
Items not suitable for our model train auctions
To make sure our dedicated model train auctions remain exciting for collectors we avoid railways 
curio, clockwork or battery operated toy or decorative trains. 
These are not suitable for this auction 

Common material in reasonable condition 
or items such as metal transformers (here 
offered as a batch) are not considered 
premium quality and not suitable for 
auction 



Premium Quality

Damaged material in reasonable condition (or worse), or 
with major parts missing, or tinkerer Lots in poor condition 
(exceptions can be made for '40/'50 material), 
are not considered premium quality 

○ All items need to be tested, in working order and in at least good condition,
○ Preferably coming with the original packaging

✓ X



Examples of desired Brands



To help encourage potential buyers bid on your lot we 
advise an ‘economically sensible’ minimum nr. of 
items per lot which have a value that is 
well-proportioned to the shipping costs.

Submission Guidelines

Particularly single produced Waggons & smaller items 
such as tracks, attachments or scenery are offered in 
large numbers and create less interest as one-item-lots. 

● While collectors are typically looking for a more 
generous addition of ‘smaller’ products, 

● Bidders in general prefer lots with reasonable 
shipping costs in relation to the lot value.

Economically attractive collectors-worthy lots

Potential buyers are more likely to bid on lots with a 
good description, all relevant information displayed 
clearly and, of course, appealing, high quality 
photos.



Description Guidelines 
If you are using our website to upload your lots, an input mask will help you provide much of the key information of 
your lot. It also helps present the information in a way that’s easy for the buyer to read.

The required information includes:

● Please mention if the item is in running condition (tested items tend to achieve a higher revenue)
● It’s important to mention the number of items of a certain article number. This way buyer can see in one 

overview how many of which items he will bid on.
● Install an autocorrect in your web browser, language mistakes look bad in a lot description
● In “additional information” you can add a serie, number, items or a short description.
● Condition
● With or without its original box
● Analog / Digital
● Brand and Scale
● Article Number
● Type of object and amount (e.g. Steam Locomotive / 4 Freight Wagons)
● Railway company
● Series and running number



Submission Guidelines - Minimum nr. items per lot  



Submission Guidelines - Minimum nr. items per lot  



Reserve Prices

- Reserve prices can only be set in a lot which is worth €200,- or more.
- A Reserve price should be around 75% of the estimate to give it a chance for 

a real bidding war before bidders are dropping out.
- We don’t accept Reserve prices on tracks and attachments, there’s too much 

alternative in the auction, our experience is that this won’t work.
- Please note that a Reserve price is meant to protect the bottom line, not to 

get the ultimate price for an object, we’re still an auction.



Photographs

To allow our experts, as well as our bidders, to get 
the right impression of an item, we require a 
minimum of 10 high-quality photos, giving:

● a 360 degree view of the item, & including
● close-ups of important details, according the 

following guidelines 

Submission Guidelines

Including strong photographs is key to catching 
buyers’ eyes & ensuring they bid on your lot. 
Of course, buying online means potential bidders 
do not get a chance to see your lot in person, 
therefore detailed and high-quality photographs 
are so important.



Image Guidelines 
● The photos should show a front and rear three quarter view of the model (without box) made on a plain, 

neutral background (preferably a white background). For rolling stock enclose a photo of the underside of 
the train to show the axles (and skid)

● Make sure your photos show only the object(s) you want to put up for auction. 

● To present your model in the best possible and most appealing way, please avoid self portraits, bare hands 
or distracting background and make sure the model is clean without any fingerprints or dust.

● Provide close-ups of important details such as engine & interior, especially in a convertible model, and 
include images of original boxes & clearly readable photos of the limited edition certificate.

● If you have more than one model in the auction, please provide at least one photo with all items together. 
This will make it clearer to the buyer what you are selling.



Thank you.


