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Fossils
Unique Positioning

Because potential buyers come to Catawiki looking for 
special and rare fossils, 
our in-house experts select every piece 
for our auctions, ensuring they are of
premium quality and are presented in the best 
possible way.

We do this because we aim to keep our bidders 
excited, allowing them to find the pieces they are 
interested in and ensure our sellers have great selling 
experiences.

At Catawiki we select the best fossilised objects of 
premium quality.

These unique objects are truly for everyone: from 
special items for the starting collector, to the really 
exceptional objects for the experienced collector. 
The fossilised objects we provide are also suitable 
for interior design, as decorative objects. 

Authenticity - Quality - Legal Compliance



At Catawiki, we move constantly forward. Our positioning is evolving to a strong premium segment which opens 
more opportunities for success for us and for you.

From the 10+million visitors that come to our platform every month, we gain valuable information on what they 
are passionate about and what they prefer to buy. With your help, we want to make sure we continuously meet 
this demand and offer the special objects that our growing number of bidders are excited about and want to buy. 
We aim to be the most trusted online platform to buy these genuine items.

In these guidelines, we’ve defined what the special pieces are that bidders look for in our fossil auctions. We’ll 
also state what we require from you to successfully place them in auction. These guidelines serve to create a 
level playing field between all our sellers.

We will be happy to make room in our auctions for your objects that meet this high quality demand, and we will 
aim to shape ourselves to better fit you. Our experts and account managers will be fully supporting and guiding 
you for success on Catawiki. Thank you for being with us on this exciting journey!



Product Guidelines For our dedicated Fossil auctions, we seek and select fossils 
of various animal and plant species that:

● are in at least decent condition or professionally 
restored where possible to their original condition

● where necessary have been consolidated or 
stabilised to be of lasting conservation 

● originate from countries compliant with the National 
Cultural Heritage laws which allow the export of the 
respective fossilised objects

● are valued at least €50

At Catawiki we auction genuine fossils that are more 
than 5,000 years old.



Collectable fossils of various species & kinds

● are of interest to collectors, e.g. due to their scientific value, the 
place they were found, or because they were owned by an 
important person

●  are a decorative addition to the interior

Our fossils collection is comprised of fossilised vertebrates or 
invertebrates,
fossilised wood, plants and amber that our experts deem as valuable 
additions.

We seek fossils displaying a decent part of the specimen, enough for us to determine its 
species. Our experts select the specimens they believe:

Fossils that are younger than 5,000 years are more suitable for the Taxidermy auctions.



Fossils of amber-encased specimens
Amber-encased specimens or cabochons with complete species inclusions are 
highly sought after. 

We accept single amber pieces with an unrestricted view of the inclusion.

Our buyers love inclusions with spiders, beetles, (pseudo)scorpions, feathers, snails, 
flowers or vertebrates.

If you submit multiple amber-encased specimens, in total they must weigh 50 g or 
more.

If you submit more than one cabochon, please include a photograph of all the 
pieces together.

✘ We don’t accept diptera (flies, mosquitoes) in our auctions, except rare 
species or taphonomies.

✘ We don’t accept inclusions with plant fragments.



Fossils of amber-encased specimens
We do accept amber pieces with an unrestricted view of the 
inclusion.

✓

✘ We don’t accept amber with a restricted view of 
the inclusion or with diptera (flies, mosquitoes).

✗

✗

✗

✗

✗



To be suitable for our auctions, plant fossils should be complete, professionally prepared and should fulfil the 
following conditions:

● Fern or palm fronds - good contrast to the matrix, well placed on the matrix, no fragments.
● Fossil wood - slices should have a diameter of more than 30 cm.
● Petrified wood logs - should be heavier than 30 kg.

The following items are unsuitable for our auctions:
● Petrified wood carvings, sculptures, sinks, ashtrays, etc. 
● Indonesian wood items.

Plants



Examples of plant fossils that are suitable and unsuitable.

✓

✗✗

✗ ✗

Plants



Fossil Fish
We accept fossil fish that are complete and well-prepared.
They must be longer than 10 cm, with a good contrast to the matrix and well-placed on the matrix.

✗
✗

✗ ✗ ✓



Fossil teeth are only accepted if they are in good condition:
● Are longer than 3 cm.
● Are well-prepared, with no damage and with good serrations and enamel.

                                    Megalodon teeth: unsuitable if their length is less than 10 cm.

    Other shark species: only suitable if they are in perfect condition,
      with good serrations, no damage and good enamel.

                                    Dinosaur teeth: common types only suitable if they are in good condition,
                                    well-prepared, with no damage and with good serrations and enamel.

Fossil teeth

✓✗

✗ ✗



Size of the tooth  Requirements

 < 50 mm ● Are not suitable for our auctions.

50 - 70 mm ● Can be offered in a group > 5

> 70 mm ● Can be offered as single-specimen object

Special Requirements: Spinosaurus and Mosasaurus Teeth

A mix of different species in one 
lot brings better prices.
For example: Spinosaur, 
Carcharodontosaur, 
Dromaeosaur & others. 



Fragmentary bones that are difficult to identify and/or that aren’t well-presented are unsuitable for our auctions.

Fragmentary isolated bones

✗ ✗
✗ ✗ ✗

✗



Invertebrate fossils are often very abundant and small. 
This makes them unsuitable for our auctions unless they comply with the following conditions:

● Arthropods: generally accepted if complete and of good preparation (refer to Trilobite section).
● Molluscs: only Cephalopoda (Nautiloidea, Ammonoidea) larger than 12 cm and certain species like Campanile 

giganteum or Pecten are accepted.
● Echinoderms: only Asterozoa and Crinozoa of good quality are accepted, 

as long as they show good contrast to the matrix.

The following species are unsuitable for our auctions:
● Sponges
● Cnidarians
● Bryozoans
● Brachiopods
● Graptolites

Invertebrate Fossils

✗✗ ✓



Trilobites
Trilobites are suitable if they are complete and are well-prepared.

✓
✗ ✗

✗✗



Ammonites
Ammonites are suitable if they are complete and well-prepared.
Ammonites are unsuitable if their diameter is less than 10 cm.

✓✗

✗

✗

✗



Fossils (even in groups) that are difficult to recognise and identify 
because they are low contrast, contain fragments or poorly prepared 
are unsuitable for our auctions.

Fossils with plant fragments (even in groups) 
are unsuitable for our auctions.

Fossils that are difficult to identify

✗
✗

✗



Grouping to Maximise Value 

For example:
Trilobite species 

For example:
Fossils from Africa

✓

✓

 Note: always use a common theme. 

Possible group themes:

1. Same geological period

2. Same fossil type, eg. Dinosaur, 
Trilobites, Ammonites etc. 

3. Same find location, eg Europe, Africa, 
Asia etc. 



Condition
To be suitable for auction, items need to be in a condition that has no major 
impact on the items’ collectable or decorative value.  Therefore items may be:

● professionally restored or repaired in a way that their original appearance 
or construction is not lost

● preserved, meaning treated to protect the item against bad weather, or possibly 
un-preserved fossils as long as their construction remains intact

● damaged fragments, or fragments that were composed of several individual 
pieces are of interest only if: 
○ the particular fragment is scarce and 
○ the fossil has a high decorative appeal

✓

✗ ✗



Fossils that are unsuitable for auction
There are certain types of items that we find unsuitable for our auctions:

✘ Fossils with too much restoration (i.e. ammonites will all spines 
reconstructed; unless the fossil is unique or of a very rare kind and has  
small professional restorations)

✘ Fossils that might display an incomplete specimen making its identification 
impossible as well as incomplete invertebrates (ammonites, trilobites, etc.)

✘ Poorly prepared fossils (e.g. remaining traces of tools or fine details clearly 
being damaged)

✘ Fossils with obvious damage (broken or partial fossils such as partial 
ammonites, trilobites or teeth that have only little decorative value)

✘ No forgeries accepted

🔽
🔽



Gastropods smaller than 20 cm are unsuitable for 
our auctions.

    

                                                                                               ✗
✗ ✗ ✗

Replicas and models are unsuitable for our auctions.

Fossils that are unsuitable for auction



Requirements for import & 
export of fossils

Trades involving Natural Heritage (natural 
sites, biological formations etc.) are 
governed by a number of national, and 
international regulations.

Sellers and buyers are expected to 
take all reasonable steps to guarantee 
the lawfulness of what they buy and 
sell, so as not to contravene the 1970 
UNESCO Convention.

At Catawiki, our experts select each 
item to be listed in our auctions and 
aim to verify each objects provenance 
to ensure legally compliant trade.



Legal framework 

● Cultural heritage laws 

The 1970 UNESCO Convention relating to the illicit trade of natural heritage is a 
worldwide set of rules dedicated to halting the illegal trafficking of protected 
objects. Before submitting an item, please consult the cultural heritage and 
import/export regulations: http://www.unesco.org/culture/natlaws/.

● CITES regulations 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora is an international agreement between governments with the aim of 
ensuring international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants with no 
threat to their survival. Considering these regulations, for different species 
(i.e. elephant, lion or rhinoceros) different certificates are required. 

http://www.unesco.org/culture/natlaws/


CITES rules & regulations
The CITES rules and regulations are subject to regular change and update. With this in mind, we strongly recommend 
you research the lawfulness of the fossil that you submit for auction. The following links provide all the information you 
might need:

EU CITES Regulations
For the EU Internal Regulations ref. CITES Annexes B, C and 
D, go to:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/CITES/pdf/trade_regulatio
ns/short_ref_guide.pdf - see Page 16

Article 10 Certificate
For an English Language application for an Article 10 
Certificate, go to:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/upload
s/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/704851/form-fed1
012.pdf

CITES list and updates
For a constantly updated list of CITES listed species: 
www.speciesplus.net (consult Wikipedia to find the Latin 
species’ name) or:  http://checklist.cites.org

For regular CITES email updates including species-listing, go 
to: https://www.CITES.org/

EU CITES Authorities 
For the list of current CITES Authorities within the EU, go to:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/CITES/pdf/trade_regulatio
ns/short_ref_guide.pdf

Accredited Authorised Appraisers
For information on Authorised Appraisers within a particular 
EU Member State, check with your account manager.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/pdf/trade_regulations/short_ref_guide.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/pdf/trade_regulations/short_ref_guide.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/704851/form-fed1012.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/704851/form-fed1012.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/704851/form-fed1012.pdf
http://www.speciesplus.net
http://checklist.cites.org/#/en/search/output_layout=alphabetical&level_of_listing=0&show_synonyms=1&show_author=1&show_english=1&show_spanish=1&show_french=1&scientific_name=tiger&page=1&per_page=20
https://www.cites.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/pdf/trade_regulations/short_ref_guide.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/cites/pdf/trade_regulations/short_ref_guide.pdf


Object Description

To help encourage potential buyers to bid on your 
object, you should include a detailed description of 
your object(s). This should be thorough and honest, 
and follow the guidelines on the next page.

Submission Guidelines

Potential buyers are more likely to bid on objects with 
a good description, all relevant information displayed 
clearly and, of course, beautiful photos.



Submission Guidelines 
If you are using our website to upload your objects, tips will appear to give you guidance about what information we 
need to know about your object. The fields that you fill in help to present the information in a way that’s easy for the 
buyer to read. 

     The required information includes:
● Type of object
● Specimen
● Scientific name
● Geological period
● Origin
● Dimensions
● Weight
● Condition 

Descriptions should be interesting and engaging for bidders and clearly state what the item is and give background 
information on the item, e.g. provenance, details of the particular fossil or locality where it is from. 



Photographs

To allow our experts, as well as our bidders, to get the 
right impression of an item, we require: 

● a 360 degree view of the item

● close-ups of important details, according to 
the guidelines on the next page

Submission Guidelines

Including strong photographs is key to catching 
buyers’ eyes, ensuring they bid on your object.
 
Of course, buying online means potential bidders 
do not get a chance to see your object in person, 
therefore detailed and high quality photographs are 
very important.



Image Guidelines 

● Photograph your item in front of a plain 
and neutral background, preferably a 
white wall.

● Make sure you avoid any distracting 
backgrounds, which divert the attention 
away from your object.
Please also avoid any self-portrait or bare 
hands.

● Ensure the photos show nothing else but 
the item(s) you want to put up for 
auction.



Image Guidelines 

● Provide specific sharp images of details, 
such as a signature or monogram, any 
decorative details, a logo, title or 
inscription(s) and, where relevant, of the 
inside. 
Signs of wear and tear or (minor) damage 
must be very clearly shown in images. 
Include sharp detailed images of repaired or 
restored parts.

● Please keep in mind that bidders are 
interested in seeing as many details as 
possible. Therefore, please always include 
images of the back, bottom, top, sides and 
from the inside where applicable. In case of 
several items, please photograph the all 
offered items together as well as every item 
separately.  



Image Guidelines - Examples of incorrect photographs 

✗

✗
✗

✗

✗ ✗



Thank you.


