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Catawiki is your entry into the world of 
fine book, map and manuscript collections.

We auction interesting and attractive books of 
premium quality 

that are hard to find and appealing to passionate 
book collectors.

Premium Positioning 
Books & Cartography

Because potential buyers come to Catawiki 
looking for special and rare books, our in-house 
experts select every item for our auctions, 
ensuring they are of premium quality and are 
presented in the best possible way.

We do this because we aim to keep our bidders 
excited, allowing them to find the books and 
maps they’re interested in as well as ensuring 
our sellers have great selling experiences.



At Catawiki, we move constantly forward. Our positioning is evolving to a strong premium segment which opens 
more opportunities for success for us and for you.

From the 14 million visitors that come to our platform every month, we gain valuable information on what they are 
passionate about and what they prefer to buy.
With your help, we want to make sure we continuously meet this demand and offer the special objects that our 
growing number of bidders are excited about and want to buy.

In these guidelines, we’ve defined what the special pieces are that bidders look for in our auctions. We’ll also 
state what we require from you to successfully place them in auction. These guidelines serve to create a level 
playing field between all our sellers.

We will be happy to make room in our auctions for your lots that meet this high quality demand, and we will aim to 
shape ourselves to better fit you.
Our experts and account managers will be fully supporting and guiding you for success on Catawiki.

Thank you for being with us on this exciting journey!



Bidders on Catawiki look for scarce and interesting 
books, maps or manuscripts that are hard to find.

Product Guidelines
For our auctions, we seek and select books, manuscripts 
and exhibition catalogues of any age that are:

● scarce, with limited availability in bookshops or online 
book retailers (with platforms like vialibri.net as 
reference) 

● of interest to collectors because they include one or 
more of the following:
○ quality illustrations or engravings
○ limited or numbered editions
○ 1st editions in their original language
○ sought after authors
○ signed by the author or illustrator
○ about a subject particularly in demand

●
● in at least good condition
● estimated to have a minimum value of €75 to ensure 

the overall attractiveness of the auctions



Scarce, collectable books and manuscripts
● We seek books, manuscripts and book related items
● They must be rare and unlikely to be found in regular bookshops or on retail websites. They are only 

available in very limited numbers and scarce enough to be sought out.
● Unique items are particularly in demand. 

● We use rarebookhub.com to compare historical auction records. Catawiki results now appear here!

We encourage you to use free reference platforms 
such as www.vialibri.net or www.boekwinkeltjes.nl 
to determine scarcity and retail value.

An item with very few copies available is more likely to 
be of high value and to be attractive.

An item with more than 20 copies available or where 
the average retail value is under €75 will not be 
attractive and cannot be accepted. 

http://www.vialibri.net
http://boekwinkeltjes.nl/


● Subjects that are typically of interest to collectors are: 
○ art and photography 
○ literature and illustrated
○ topography and maps 
○ science and nature  
○ history 
○ travel

Subjects that are particularly in demand



1953  1st edition

  

● To be of interest for collectors and suitable for our auctions, the book is usually a limited/numbered 
edition or a first edition by the original publisher.

● If the edition is signed by a popular author, it will add to its value.

● e.g.  Ian Fleming - Casino Royale - published by Jonathan Cape. 
This is a very collectable and desired book. An early reprint by 
the same publisher may still be of interest. Generally, the 
smaller the edition, the more desirable for collectors.  

Collectable - First, Limited or Signed Editions

Signatures by unknown/unpopular authors won’t contribute to 
collectability.✓

The same book published later by a book club would no 
longer be interesting to collectors and not be suitable for our 
auctions.

● A provenance that helps prove the signature is genuine is 
beneficial. Our experts compare the signature with known 
genuine examples to detect forgeries.



Condition is of utmost importance 
Usually, the newer the book, the better the condition 
must be. A medieval manuscript in poor condition will 
still have value. A book published recently needs to be 
near perfect. 

Please make sure that you mention all flaws and also 
include photographs clearly showing any flaws. This 
helps to avoid buyer returns.

Product Guidelines  - Condition
For our auctions, we seek books of any age that:

● are in good or better condition 
● any defects need to be noted

Condition Classification:

● As new - In the same condition as when it was published.  

● Fine - Approaches the condition of ‘As new’, but without 
being crisp. The book may have been opened and read, but 
there are no defects to the book, jacket or pages.

● Very good - Shows some small, insignificant signs of wear 
and tear on either the binding or paper. 

● Good - The average used worn book that has all pages or 
leaves present. 

● Fair - A worn book that has complete text pages (including 
those with maps or plates) but may lack endpapers, 
half-title, etc. (which must be noted). Binding, jacket (if any), 
etc., may also be worn.

● Poor - Sufficiently worn. Any missing maps or plates should 
still be noted. This copy may be soiled, scuffed, stained or 
spotted and may have loose joints, hinges, pages, etc.



✓

🔸 Example of a 
book with the 
classification 
‘Fine’ 

● Example of a 
book with the 
classification 
‘Fair’ 

X

● Example of a 
book with the 
classification 
‘Fine’ 

Product Guidelines  - Condition



Product Guidelines - Illustrations

For our auctions, we seek books of any age that 
offer attractive illustrations or engravings.

These are often published in limited editions to make an item 
even more desirable.

tipped in illustrations (above) are particularly popular



Lot Description

To help encourage potential buyers to bid on your 
lot, you should include a detailed description of 
your object(s) which should be thorough and 
honest.

Submission Guidelines

Potential buyers are more likely to bid on lots with 
a good description, all relevant information 
displayed clearly and, of course, beautiful photos.



Photographs

To allow our experts, as well as our bidders, to get 
the right impression of an item, we require high 
quality photos, showing:

● a photograph of the front cover, rear cover 
and spine of the dust wrapper (if present)

● a photograph of the front cover, rear cover 
and spine of the book itself

● the title page and verso (if this contains the 
printing history)

● any interesting illustrations/plates
● close-ups of any flaws
● anything else you would want to see

Submission Guidelines

Including strong photographs is key to catching 
buyers’ eyes, ensuring they bid on your lot.
 
Of course, buying online means potential bidders 
do not get a chance to see your lot in person, 
therefore detailed and high quality photographs 
are very important.

Imagine you were buying the lot - 
what photography would you like to 
see?



Submission Guidelines - Covers 

✓
● This is a great way of showing the 

front and rear cover and the 
spine in one photograph - it 
gives buyers a good impression 
of the condition of the book.

● A dust wrapper can be laid out to 
show the inside flaps as well.

● Boards should also be shown.

● There is no indication 
of the condition from 
this photograph - and 
too much background 
clutter.

X



Submission Guidelines - Title Page 

✓
● The title page and illustration are 

both clearly shown - including the 
edges of the title page. Any flaws 
should be visible to the bidder. 

● Often the printing history (called the 
colophon) is on the verso (rear) of the 
title page - or another blank page 
nearby.

● It is important that buyers can read 
the printing history. This is the 
easiest way to demonstrate the 
publisher/limitation or edition of the 
book. 

● If a limited or numbered copy, the 
number should also be shown in a 
photograph.



Submission Guidelines - Sets 
and collections

✓
● For a collection or set of books, it is important to 

include a photograph showing all of the books 
together.

● Try to place them in such a way that you can see all 
of the spines clearly.

X
● This 

photograph 
gives little 
idea of what 
is being 
purchased.



Thank you.


