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Automobilia
Premium Positioning

Because potential buyers come to Catawiki 
looking for special, interesting items, our in-house 
experts select every piece for our auctions. They 
ensure items are of premium quality and are 
presented in the best possible way.

This expert selection helps keep our bidders 
excited, because they can find rare, special 
pieces they’re interested in. This also helps our 
sellers have great selling experiences.

At Catawiki, we auction rare and collectable items 
related to cars, motorcycles, oil and tyre brands.

We focus on items that are hard to find and 
appealing to passionate Auto- and Motobilia 
enthusiasts.



At Catawiki, we’re constantly moving forward. We focus on premium products that really get buyers’ attention. This 
opens up opportunities for success for you.

From the 14 million people who visit Catawiki every month, we gain valuable information on what they’re passionate 
about and what they’re looking to buy.

With your help, we want to make sure we meet this high demand and offer the special objects that excite our 
growing number of bidders.

In these guidelines, we’ve defined the special pieces that bidders look for in our Automobilia auctions. We’ll also 
guide you through what you’ll need to successfully offer your Automobilia items for auction.

Our experts and account managers will be available to support and guide you towards success on Catawiki.

Thank you for joining us on this exciting journey!



Product Guidelines
For our Automobilia auctions, we’re looking for collectable 
items related to cars, motorcycles, oil and tyre brands, 
such as: 

● Car and factory mascots, emblems and motoring 
badges

● Signs, light boxes, posters and books

● Clothing, helmets and certain promotional accessories

● Items that were made before 2001

● Items that are in good and usable condition (where 

applicable)

● Item’s with a minimum estimated value of €75



Car and Factory Mascots, Emblems and Motoring Badges 
We’re looking for: 
● Original car and factory mascots, emblems and motoring badges made before 2001
● Collectable replicas that are licensed by the trademark owner and are not widely available

Not suitable:
✘ Fantasy mascots and accessories and items that aren’t a 1-1 replica of traceable original mascots or emblems

✘ Generally available and unlicensed promotional accessories, such as unlicensed promotional watches or key 

chains

✓



We’re looking for:
● Enamel signs and light boxes of car, motorcycle, oil or tyre brands
● Posters, museum prints and licensed reprints

○ Non-numbered posters and prints need to have been manufactured 
before 2001. Limited edition prints need to be numbered. You’ll need 
proof of provenance for signed and/or numbered items.

Signs, Light Boxes and Posters

Not suitable:
✘ Newly printed/produced signage or posters

Be aware: We only auction replicas if they are not generally available and if their 
provenance is clearly described and you have proof that the logo depicted is used 
with the permission of the trademark owner (officially licensed).

✓



Clothing, Helmets and Certain Promotional Accessories
We’re looking for:
● High-end/exclusive leather motorcycle jackets in good or used condition and collectable 

crash helmets in good condition
● Automotive stopwatches with a 60 seconds-dial and a split function (also called 

‘addition’ or ‘flyback’)
○ Stop watches offered in a set (or 'dashboard set') must consist of two or more 

similar stopwatches: from the same brand, with a similar face and a similar 
operating method.

● Watches with a clear connection to automobilia, tyre or fuel related brands, that are 
licensed by brand/trademark owners (you’ll need proof of this) and that have an 
estimated value below €200
○ Watches with an estimated market value above €200 will be curated and 

evaluated in our dedicated Watch auction

Not suitable are:
✘ Replica biker jackets from after 2000 and/or 

well-worn helmets
✘ Simple on-off stopwatches with just one operating 

button
✘ Unlicensed automotive memorabilia watches

✓



Not suitable:
✘ Navigation/GPS equipment
✘ CD/DVD-players, radios with MP3 or SD card 

connections
✘ Service items; these include spark plugs, 

bearings, shock absorbers, gaskets, oil filters, 
turbos, tyres etc.

Selected Parts and Audio Equipment 
Catawiki is not a marketplace for parts. However, for our Auto- & Motobilia auctions, we list 
selected original/aftermarket parts and accessories. We’re looking for:

● Useable vehicle parts, such as engines, gearboxes, dashboard instruments or electrical 
equipment manufactured earlier than in 2001 and in a serviceable condition. You’ll need to 
explicitly describe the condition. 

● Parts suitable for decoration only, such as steering wheels, alloy wheels, dashboard 
instruments and engine parts manufactured earlier than 2001. You’ll need to clearly describe 
these as decoration only.

● Car radios, cassette players, record players, 8-track players, car speakers, antennas and 
accessories manufactured from 1940-1990.

✓



Books, Magazines, Catalogues and Sales Literature

We’re looking for:

● Collectable and out-of-print motoring books

● Collectable automobile and motorcycle sales brochures 
and catalogues printed before 2000

● Workshop, parts and instruction manuals printed before 

2000

● Rare motoring magazines printed in 1980 or earlier

Not suitable:
✘ Recent yearbooks on cars and Formula 1 (printed after 2000) 

✘ Most car magazines, particularly those printed after 1980

✘ Brochures and manuals on non-collectable cars built after 1980

✓



Condition

We accept items in the following conditions:

● As new - the item is as produced by the manufacturer 

● Good - the item has some (minor) signs of aging

● Damaged - the item is slightly damaged

● Used - the item has some (minor) signs of wear

Not suitable:
✘ Items in poor condition: worn, torn or badly 

damaged
✘ items with parts missing or that are only fit for 

restoration

✓



Lot Description

To help encourage potential buyers to bid on 
your lot, you should include a detailed 
description of your object(s). This should be 
thorough and honest, and follow the 
guidelines below.

Submission Guidelines

Potential buyers are more likely to bid on lots 
with a good description, with all relevant 
information displayed clearly.



Submission Guidelines 
If you’re using our website to upload your lots, tips will appear to give you guidance about what information we need 
to know about your lot. The fields you fill in help to present the information in a way that’s easy for the buyer to read. 

Required information includes:

◈ Type of item 
◈ Indication if the item is an original or a reproduction/replica
◈ Number of items offered in the lot
◈ Model/title (e.g. model of a car radio, title of a magazine or book)
◈ Main material the item is made of
◈ Condition: always clearly describe any blemishes, damage or repairs in the description
◈ Dimensions: height x width x length
◈ Year of production: If the lot consists of several items, indicate the year of the oldest and youngest 

items and use the description field to provide further details



Image Guidelines
Photographs

To allow our experts, as well as our bidders, to get an 
accurate impression of an item, we need a minimum 
of 6 high quality photos showing:

● A 360 degree view of the item
● Close-ups of important details, according to 

the guidelines belowIncluding strong photographs is key to catching 
bidders’ attention, ensuring they bid on your lot.
 
Buying online means bidders don’t get a chance to 
see your lot in person. So detailed and high quality 
photographs are very important.



Image Guidelines
● Take photos from all sides: provide at least 6 photos of the lot, showing the front, back, inside (if applicable), bottom and side view of the 

item.

● Take close-ups and include relevant details: images of the logo or brand, authenticity codes as well as any serial numbers.

● Use a plain and neutral background. Objects photographed in front of a clean, white background have a professional look and are most 
appealing to bidders. 

● Any blemishes or signs of wear and tear should be pictured to avoid post-sale cancellations.

✓



✘ Don’t use stock photos or images downloaded from the internet.

✘ Avoid self-portraits, bare hands, necks etc. Don’t photograph your piece of clothing on yourself or any other person. You can 
use white gloves to take pictures of details. 

✘ Only show the item(s) you’re selling: avoid including details of the room (furniture, curtains, etc.). Don’t photograph items on 
a sofa, heater or other household objects. Don’t take photos of the items outdoors with a garden or landscape in the 
background.

✘ Don’t use flash or artificial light. These can give a wrong impression of the actual colour. Instead always take photographs in 
daylight.

Image Guidelines



Thank you.


